On the use of the grasping test in the rat median nerve model: a re-appraisal of its efficacy for quantitative assessment of motor function recovery.
The quantitative assessment of motor function is an important requirement for studies on peripheral nerve injury and repair. So far, most studies on peripheral nerves have been performed on the sciatic nerve model using walking track analysis for assessing motor function. Alternatively, the employment of the median nerve model, which allows motor function evaluation by means of a simple behavioural test named grasping test (GT), have been more recently proposed. In this paper, the efficacy of the GT for the quantitative assessment of motor function recovery is re-appraised and a modified device for its carrying out is described. Finally, the rationale for the employment of the median nerve model as an alternative to the sciatic nerve model is critically discussed.